WE CLAIM: 



1 . A method for managing outbound message usage, comprising: y 
determining a count of each recipient for each outbound message 

associated with a client; 

if the count of each recipient is at least equal to a limit over at least one 
period of time, providing a visual challenge to the client; and 

if the provided visual challenge is unresolved, disabling the client's 
outbound message usage until the visual challenge is resolved. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising if at least one outbound 
message associated with the client is indicative of spam for at least one recipient, 
providing the visual challenge to the client. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the visual challenge further comprises 
an auditory challenge, and wherein until at least one of the visual challenge and the 
auditory challenge is resolved, disabling the client's outbound message usage. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the visual challenge includes at least one 
Captcha test. 

5. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the auditory challenge includes at least 
one sound clip that is filtered to distort the playing of the sound clip for the auditory 
challenge. 

6. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

determining another count for each attempt to resolve the visual 

challenge; and 

if the other count for each attempt is at least equal to another limit, 
disabling the client's outbound message usage. 
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7. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising if the provided visual 
challenge is unresolved over a predetermined period of time, disabling the client's 
outbound message usage. 



8. The method of Claim 1, further comprising if the visual challenge is 
resolved, resetting the count for each recipient of each outbound message associated with 
the client. 

9. The method of Claim 1, wherein a type of the message includes at least 
one type of email, blog, message board, Short Message Service (SMS), Multi-Media 
Message Service (MMS), and instant messaging (IM). 

10. The method of Claim 1, further comprising if the client's outbound 
message usage is disabled, providing instructions for an out of band communication by 
the client for re-enabling the client's outbound message usage. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1, further comprising employing a recipient count 
statement to determine the count for each recipient for each outbound message 
associated with the client, wherein the recipient count statement determines at least one 
of a current hour recipient count, a current daily recipient count, and a total recipient 
count. 

12. A client for enabling management of outbound message usage, 
comprising: / 




if the count of each recipient is at least equal to a limit over at least 
one period of time, enabling a visual challenge to be provided to the client; and 

if the provided visual challenge is unresolved, enabling a 
disablement of the client's outbound message usage until the visual challenge is 
resolved. 

13. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise if at least 
one outbound message associated with the client is indicative of spam for at least one 
recipient, enabling the visual challenge to be provided to the client. 

14. The client of Claim 12, wherein the visual challenge further comprises an 
auditory challenge, and wherein until at least one of the visual challenge and the 
auditory challenge is resolved, disabling the client's outbound message usage. 

15. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise: 
enabling a determination of another count for each attempt to resolve the 

visual challenge; and 

if the other count for each attempt is at least equal to another limit, 
enabling a disablement of the client's outbound message usage. 

16. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise if the 
provided visual challenge is unresolved over a predetermined period of time, enabling a 
disablement of the client's outbound message usage. 

17. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise if the visual 
challenge is resolved, enabling a resetting of the count for each recipient of each 
outbound message associated with the client. 

1 8. The client of Claim 12, wherein a type of the message includes at least 
one type of email, blog, message board, Short Message Service (SMS), Multi-Media 
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Message Service (MMS), and instant messaging (IM). 



19. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise if the 
client's outbound message usage is disabled, providing instructions for an out of band 
communication by the client for re-enabling the client's outbound message usage. 

20. The client of Claim 12, wherein the actions further comprise enabling a 
recipient count statement to determine the count for each recipient for each outbound 
message associated with the client, wherein the recipient count statement determines at 
least one of a current hour recipient count, a current daily recipient count, and a total 
recipient count. 

21 . A server for enabling management of outbound message usage, 
comprising: jf 

a memory for storing instructions; and 

a processor for enabling the processing of instructions to perform actions, 

including: 

enabling a determination of a count of each recipient for each 
outbound message associated with a client; 

if the count of each recipient is at least equal to a limit over at least 
one period of time, enabling a visual challenge to be provided to the client; and 

if the provided visual challenge is unresolved, enabling a 
disablement of the client's outbound message usage until the visual challenge is 
resolved. 

22. The server of Claim 21 , wherein the actions further comprise if at least 
one outbound message associated with the client is indicative of spam for at least one 
recipient, enabling the visual challenge to be provided to the client. 

23. The server of Claim 21, wherein the visual challenge further comprises an 
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auditory challenge, and wherein until at least one of the visual challenge and the 
auditory challenge is resolved, disabling the client's outbound message usage. 

24. The server of Claim 21 , wherein the actions further comprise: 
enabling a determination of another count for each attempt to resolve the 

visual challenge; and 

if the other count for each attempt is at least equal to another limit, 
enabling a disablement of the client's outbound message usage. 

25. The server of Claim 21, wherein the actions further comprise if the 
provided visual challenge is unresolved over a predetermined period of time, enabling a 
disablement of the client's outbound message usage. 

26. The server of Claim 21, wherein the actions further comprise if the visual 
challenge is resolved, enabling a resetting of the count for each recipient of each 
outbound message associated with the client. 

27. The server of Claim 21, wherein a type of the message includes at least 
one type of email, blog, message board, Short Message Service (SMS), Multi-Media 
Message Service (MMS), and instant messaging (IM). 

28. The server of Claim 21, wherein the actions further comprise if the 
client's outbound message usage is disabled, providing instructions for an out of band 
communication by the client for re-enabling the client's outbound message usage. 

29. The server of Claim 21, wherein the actions further comprise enabling a 
recipient count statement to determine the count for each recipient for each outbound 
message associated with the client, wherein the recipient count statement determines at 
least one of a current hour recipient count, a current daily recipient count, and a total 
recipient count. 
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30. A carrier wave signal that includes instructions for performing f 
actions for the management of outbound message usage, the actions comprising: 

enabling a determination of a count of each recipient for each 
outbound message associated with a client; 

if the count of each recipient is at least equal to a limit over at least 
one period of time, enabling a visual challenge to be provided to the client; and 

if the provided visual challenge is unresolved, enabling a 
disablement of the client's outbound message usage until the visual challenge is 
resolved. 
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